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WITNESS STATEMENT 

 Criminal Procedure Rules, r 27. 2; Criminal Justice Act 1967, s. 9; Magistrates’ Courts Act 1980, s.5B 

URN 

Statement of:  Jonathan Ducker Pc494MD 

Age if under 18:  Over 18(if over 18 insert  ‘over 18’) Occupation:  Police Officer 

This statement (consisting of 1 page(s) each signed by me) is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and 
I make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, I shall be liable to prosecution if I have wilfully stated in it 
anything which I know to be false, or do not believe to be true. 

Witness Signature: …………………………………………………………............................. Date: 

 On Sunday 24th September 2017 I was on duty in full uniform in company with Pc 246MD 
Lynch as the Night Time Economy Team when at about 0120hrs we attended Southwark 
Rooms 60 William Shakespear, Southwark Street SE1 1UN. The venue is a nightclub and in 
recent months there have been several licensing concerns surrounding its running. Two 
weeks prior to tonight I reported numerous failures regarding the venue and its licence 
conditions not being adhered to. Its DPS  was issued a form 699 closure notice 
under section 19 Criminal Justice and Police Act 2001 and I informed him that we’d be 
returning soon to check that those issues had been remedied. Tonight we carried out the 
visit in the company of two of the councils licensing officers and we immediately established 
that condition 348 had been breached. The license condition states that An ID scanning 
system to the reasonable satisfaction of the police be installed and maintained. The system 
should be capable of sharing information about banned customers with other venues, 
identify the hologram of an ID and read both passports and ID cards, able to identify fake or 
forged ID documents to a reasonable standard. The system will be in operation at all times 
after 2100hrs whilst the premises are in operation under the premises license when the 
terminal hour is after 0100hrs. All persons that enter the premises including staff, patrons, 
DJ’s and associated staff will be scanned and have their details recorded on the system. The 
details shall be stored and made available on request for a period of no less than 31 days.  

 did not have a working ID scanner and therefore no-one present at the venue had 
been checked. We went upstairs and after about 10 minutes of trying to prove that the 
system works it was established that his CCTV was not recording breaching licence 
conditions 288 which states the premises shall install and maintain a comprehensive CCTV 
system as per the minimum requirement to the Metropolitan Police Licensing Officer. All 
entry and exit points will be covered enabling clear facial image of every person entering in 
any lighting conditions. The CCTV system shall continually record whilst the premises is 
open for licensable activities and during all times when customers remain on the premises. 
Condition 289 says that recordings taken by the CCTV system installed on the premises 
shall be kept and made available for inspection by authorised officers for a period of 31 days. 
By definition this rule was also breached. These issues were raised with me by Southwark 
Council Licensing officer Andrew Heron and at 0134hrs I wrote out another form 699 for a 
section 19 closure and read through the breaches with  who signed the form. He 
does not seem at all concerned by his failures to adhere to the license conditions. The visit 
to the premises was recorded on BWV. 
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WITNESS STATEMENT 

 Criminal Procedure Rules, r 27. 2; Criminal Justice Act 1967, s. 9; Magistrates’ Courts Act 1980, s.5B 

URN 

Statement of:  Jonathan Ducker Pc 494MD 

Age if under 18:  Over 18 (if over 18 insert  ‘over 18’) Occupation:  Police Constable 

This statement (consisting of       page(s) each signed by me) is true to the best of my knowledge and belief 
and I make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, I shall be liable to prosecution if I have wilfully stated in 
it anything which I know to be false, or do not believe to be true. 

Witness Signature: …………………………………………………………............................. Date: 

 On Sunday 10th September 2017 I was on duty in full uniform in company with Pc 246 Mark 
Lynch working as the Night Time Economy Team when at about 0240hrs we attended the 
Southwark Rooms, 60 Southwark Street SE11UN on a follow up visit because the venue has 
recently been breaching it’s license conditions. As we were parked nearby to the front doors 
of the venue I could see about 25 people were outside smoking and chatting. I turned on my 
body worn video and myself and Pc Lynch went over to the front doors. There were two SIA 
door staff present by the open doors. We walked in and explained that we were from 
Licensing and wanted to speak to Patrick Witter, the DPS. As I stood there about 5 metres in 
from the door I saw all the people who had been outside being shepherded back into the 
premises and going off downstairs. Some were picking up drinks that had been left near the 
door when they’d gone out. Due to the time they were being re admitted and this was a 
breach of the premises license 345 – There shall be no entry or re-entry of patrons after 
0200hrs on the days operating after 0200hrs. Condition 305 states that signs shall be 
displayed at the entrance to the premises that state “Drug Free Zone” and “No search, No 
entry. Management reserve the right to Refuse Entry”. There were no signs. As already 
stated there were well in excess of 15 patrons outside the venue when we arrived. This is in 
contravention of condition 347 which states After 2200 hours , no more than 15 smokers to 
be allowed outside the premises.  appeared and I asked him to show us his ID 
scanner list for the evening. He walked over to the machine which was switched on but 
seemed to struggle with inputting his password. Whilst doing this there was an influx of 
people to the upstairs bar from the basement and  informed me that a ‘small 
altercation’ was happening downstairs and he disappeared off followed by his two door staff. 
Whilst I awaited his return I decided to start writing out the Closure Notice form 699 under 
section 19 of the criminal justice act 2001. Finding room on a table was a struggle because 
of screws and nails on the tables. Pieces of wood were lying around too, with power drills on 
the bar area too. This bar was not open but the area was being used by patrons whilst they 
hung about before starting to leave. There had been some kind of altercation downstairs 
between two females but no-one spoke to us about it. Eventually as people started leaving I 
noticed that another breach was in effect, condition 311 states that notices shall be displayed 
and announcements made requesting that customers leave the premises in a quiet and 
orderly manner. There were no signs, and I heard no announcements made.  
returned again and we again requested to see the ID scanner list for tonight. He eventually 
was locked out of the system so we couldn’t look at it. He suggested that his password had 
changed which would suggest to me that it hadn’t been used all night. We established that 
there were only two SIA doorstaff on duty and that both were male. Another breach was 
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therefore under condition 349. This states that three SIA registered door supervisors one of 
whom shall be engaged when the premises are in operation and the terminal hour is greater 
than 0130 . They will be employed at all times after 2100hrs until the end of business and all 
patrons have vacated the premises they will be engaged to monitor admission and re 
admissions to the premises, security, protection, screening and dealing with conflict. The 
lack of a female SIA was emphasised by the disturbance downstairs involving females.  

 was asked how many door staff he had on duty and replied that there were two. Most 
of the patrons had now left the premises but were milling about outside and quite vocal. I 
went through the breaches of the premises license I’d noted with  and he signed the 
form. I gave a copy of the form 699 to him and Pc Lynch began writing out a further form for 
the ID scanner. I went upstairs to check that Mr Witters CCTV was working and recording. I 
could see that the CCTV was on but  informed me that his Wi-Fi was not working 
and he could not show me any CCTV. This I relayed to Pc Lynch and the extra paperwork 
was completed accordingly.  appeared very dismissive of his breaches. Several 
were not his fault. They were because he couldn’t undo a lock to his main door and had to 
use an adjacent door. We did enquire into a lack of 696 for that nights event and he told us 
he’d sent in about 6 of them at the same time. We have no record of receiving any 
documentation for this.   
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WITNESS STATEMENT 

 Criminal Procedure Rules, r 27. 2; Criminal Justice Act 1967, s. 9; Magistrates’ Courts Act 1980, s.5B 

URN 

Statement of:  PC Maria O’MAHONEY 321MD 

Age if under 18:  over 18 (if over 18 insert  ‘over 18’) Occupation:  Police Officer 

This statement (consisting of 2 page(s) each signed by me) is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and 
I make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, I shall be liable to prosecution if I have wilfully stated in it 
anything which I know to be false, or do not believe to be true. 

Witness Signature: …………………………………………………………............................. Date:  06/09/2017 

I am a Police Officer attached to Southwark Night Time Economy Team and as part of my 
duties I visit licenced premises on the borough to check for compliance.  On Saturday the 
29th October 2017 at approximately 01:25 GMT hours I was on duty in full uniform in the 
company of PS DEMPSTER 116MD, PC ANDREWS 764MD and SC VORA 5313MD.  We 
were in a marked police vehicle call sign MD49N patrolling along SOUTHWARK STREET 
when I noticed that the SOUTHWARK ROOMS 60 SOUTHWARK STREET LONDON SE1 
1UN was open and there was a group of between 10 to 12 people standing outside the front. 
I was aware that the Southwark Rooms had an event on called “SPOOKY NIGHTS” which 
had been promoted on Shoobs and then shown as being cancelled.  I had been informed 
that a Promotion Event Risk Assessment Form 696 had not been submitted.  We walked 
over to the venue there were people going in and out of the premises and there was very 
loud music being played. There were 3 SIA door supervisors standing in front of the 
entrance.  As we were speaking to them about the event the Designated Premises 
Supervisor  came out from the venue.  R confirmed that he had an 
event on called “SPOOKY NIGHTS”.  He said he had submitted a 696 Risk Assessment 
Form for the event and that he had hand delivered it to Southwark Police Station two weeks 
ago making it for the attention of Ian CLEMENTS.  He also claimed he requested a receipt 
from the Station Officer when he delivered it and that he had also emailed it.  He said that he 
had a photograph of the receipt on his mobile phone.   then got out his phone to 
show a copy of the receipt.  After looking through his mobile phone but was unable to find 
the picture of the receipt.   then said he had the receipt in his office and he would 
go upstairs to get it.  While  was looking for the receipt I asked the SIA door 
supervisor if he could show me their ID scanning system so I could confirm that it was 
working and being used.  The doorman showed me the screen but the system was not 
working and had not been logged on.  He then said he was unable to log on and
would have to do so and restart the ID scanner.  He said that it had been working until we 
arrived and that they had been using it but someone had knocked the box of the wall.  While 
we were waiting for  to return I witnessed people be allowed in who had not been 
ID scanned. 

 returned about 15 minutes later saying he was unable to find the receipt.  I then 
asked him about the ID san and he said that it had been working up until 5 minutes before 
we arrived. 

Addional supplementary information  
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He said that the box had been knocked off the wall and it had stopped the ID scan from 
working.  He said he was not letting anyone else in, but everyone that was already been let 
in had been ID scanned. 

The system administrators have been contacted and they confirmed that the ID Scan had 
not used that night.  This was a breach of licence condition 

348 - An ID scanning system to the reasonable satisfaction of Police be installed and 
maintained. The system should be capable of sharing information about banned customers 
with other venues, identify the hologram of an ID and read both passports and ID cards, able 
to identify fake or forged ID documents to a reasonable standard. The system will be in 
operation at all times after 21.00hrs whilst the premises are in operation under the premises 
licence when the terminal hour is after 01.00hrs. All persons that enter the premises 
including staff, Patrons, DJs and associated staff will be scanned and have their details 
recorded on the system. The details shall be stored and made available on request for a 
period of no less than 31 days. 

 was unable to show proof that he had submitted a 696 form and this was also a 
breach of licence conditions 

352 - That you shall require any regular and external promoters hiring the premises to 
complete the 696 provided by Southwark Police and once completed, you shall ensure that It 
should also be completed for all events featuring a DJ.  

 353 - A 696 Promotion Event Risk Assessment Form must be submitted for any occasion in 
the premises using a DJ or MC performing to recorded background music, operating any 
time between 10pm and 6am, that is promoted in some form by either the venue or an 
outside promoter, where entry is either free, by invitation, pay on the door or by ticket. A 
copy of the form must be provided to the Police and Licensing Unit a minimum of fourteen 
days prior to the date of hire. 
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